
ABACUS FLOORING

Cheyenne Mountain Zoo



BACKGROUND

Hoof issues in our 

giraffe herd 

prompted us to 

look for new 

flooring in our 

giraffe barn.



GOALS:

 We wanted to alleviate pressure and pain from 

arthritis in giraffe without having the mess of 

sand stalls

 We wanted to slope the floor to accommodate 

faster drying

 We wanted to protect keepers time and bodies 

from heavy black mats



BACKGROUND

NOT a goal:

All of our giraffe are trained for farrier work, so we 

did not need an abrasive substrate to wear down 

hooves.  

Here you can see our 

problem with pitted, hard, 

wet floors that needed 

heavy black mats to 

accommodate softer places 

to stand and sleep



JUNE/JULY 2015

Over a four week period, Abacus 

flooring came to tear out our old floor, 

grind down the concrete base floor, 

and install the new floor.



JUNE/JULY 2015

 Our Abacus flooring has ¾ inch thick mats (you 

can pick the thickness)

 Sealed and coated with Apoxy

 You can pick the texture/grit and color



JUNE/JULY 2015

We managed our giraffe herd outside 

for the entire length of the project 

 We were careful to protect our bird 

species from the fumes

 The contractors were willing to do half 

of the barn at a time, but we opted not 

to due to a longer construction time and 

fumes



ABACUS FOR US

We picked a ¾ inch mat, red colored floor with 

medium texture.



ABACUS FOR US

 So far, the floor has held up to 17 giraffe 

 It’s pressure washed daily

 We use rubber squeegies and plastic shovels to 

clean it

 The slope in our main stall seems to be 

maintaining, where other products seemed to 

form pits where water would collect



ABACUS FOR US

 They have been a good company to work with, 

they check in to make sure their floor is holding 

up

 Finished before their scheduled end date, which 

was nice

 The floor allows for the giraffe to lie down and 

stand comfortably without mats, which makes 

keepers happy



ABACUS FOR US

 Has only been in since July, so we are not sure 

how it will hold up long term

 Did loose some of its traction, we are not sure if 

it’s the number of giraffe we have, the floor itself 

over time, or just the overall wear and tear


