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In appreciation of their service 



TAG Regional Collection Plan 

Three Year Action Plan 2021-2024

• Strengthen partnerships with the newly merged tapir stakeholders and create a 

process for maximizing the strengths of the TAGs steering committee members and 

advisors. Hold re-elections for half of steering committee members in 2023. 

• Partner with ungulate TAGs to develop Animal Care Manuals and breeding 

protocols for all seven species of pigs and peccaries currently in North America. 

• Coordinate Advisory Group activities with those of the IUCN’s Pigs, Peccaries and 

Hippos Specialist Group as well as the IUCN Tapir Specialist Group on behalf of 

hippo, pig, peccary and tapir conservation.  Encourage participation to Joint TAG 

meetings.

• Provide resources and guidance to AZA species holders as current SSPs evolve 

under the new paradigm. Encourage species holders to maintain their commitment 

to the program regardless of its designation. 



Assessment Scoring Sheet



New Designations



North Sulawesi Babirusa

29.39  animals in 18 institutions

Provisional SSP

Endangered/Threatened – wild population 

decreasing due to illegal hunting and habitat loss.

GSMP program working with Action Indonesia. All 

holders encouraged to support the program.

We are actively seeking new institutions to join 

the program. 

Babirusa are a wonderful species to work with. 

They are a hit with staff and guests.

Babirusa mix well with other species, both 

ANIMALS and PLANTS.

Program Leader

Joe Forys- GSMP/Studbook 

Audubon Zoo

jforys@auduboninstitute.org

mailto:jforys@auduboninstitute.org


Chacoan Peccary

Program Leader

Jim Haigwood – SSP 

JHaigwood@sdzwa.org

San Diego Safari Park 

Ashley Roberts –Studbook 

aroberts@sdzwa.org

San Diego Zoo

48.56.0 (104) at 24 AZA Zoos and 1 ZAA

Provisional SSP ↑

Endangered - wild population ↓

Challenges that affect this program:

Additional funding sources needed

for CCCI and an import.

What can TAG do to help program & improve 

sustainability?

Encourage more institutions to work with this low 

maintenance and charismatic endangered species.  

mailto:JHaigwood@sdzwa.org
mailto:aroberts@sandiegozoo.org


Common Warthog

Program Leader

Lisa Smith –SSP/Studbook

lsmith@buffalozoo.org

34.46.0 (80) @  32 AZA institutions

Provisional SSP (old designation: Yellow  SSP) – zoo 

population decreasing 

IUCN status – Least Concern, stable

Breeding and Transfer Plan published 27 January 2023

Challenges that affect program:

▪ Only 11% of Breeding recs attempted from 2019 

plan

▪ Holding of offspring past 1 yr. makes space a 

challenge and makes institutions not want to 

breed.

▪ Deaths and exports to non-AZA facilities 

exceeding births at AZA facilities

 What Institutions can do to help program & 

improve sustainability?

▪ Increase holding capacity when building new or 

renovating exhibits/holding areas

▪ Do not export animals from population without 

talking to SSP Coordinator

mailto:lsmith@buffalozoo.org


Program leader

Ivy Brower- SSP/Studbook 

Zoo Miami

Ivy.Brower@miamidade.gov

305-251-0400  x 5084869

Signature SSP

22.24 (46) at 16 institutions. 

– 15.16 (31) at 14 AZA institutions. 

– 6.7 (13) CCTU

– 1.1 (2) Rutledge

RCP Target Population: 58 

Genetic Diversity: ~92%

Adding 2 AZA institutions in 2023 

– 1 pending transport

– 1 finishing construction

Adding 1 AZA institution in 2+ years

Asian ( Malayan) Tapir

mailto:Ivy.Brower@miamidade.gov


Pygmy Hippopotamus

Program Leader

Christie Eddie – Red SSP Coordinator 

/Studbook Keeper

Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo and 

Aquarium

christiee@omahazoo.com

31.71.20(122) in 16 organizations

– 15 AZA organizations

– 1 Sustainability Partner

Signature SSP - planned slow growth

Endangered – wild population ↓

Last two years:

– Still a female-biased sex ratio, which parallels 

Europe and Asia.

– Recommended 8 existing pairs in 2021 B & T plan

– 3 new AZA zoos joined the SSP as breeding 

facilities

mailto:christiee@omahazoo.com


Red River Hog

Program Leader

Melanie Hall-Program Leader/Studbook 

Keeper 

melanie.hall@disney.com

90.103.5 (198)

122 in 42 AZA institutions

76 in 25 non-AZA institutions

Provisional SSP- zoo population ↓

Low birthrate over the last few breeding 

seasons. Increased birth rate and could lead 

to  Signature SSP status

Least Concern - wild population ↓

Needs: 

Increased breeding success over paired 

individuals

Additional holders

Look at moving valuable non-breeders next 

breeding/transfer plan to increase chances 

of successful breeding and bring genetic 

diversity

mailto:melanie.hall@disney.com


Previous program designation: Yellow SSP

New program designation: Signature SSP

Population & number of institutions: 
▪ 36.65.0 (28 AZA & 5 non-AZA)

IUCN designation and population trend:
▪ Vulnerable, population is stable

Program challenges: 
▪ Facilities being able to hold more than same sex pairs

▪ Facilities being able to hold male offspring or bachelor herds

▪ Several animals in the SSP have unknown pedigrees

What you can do to help this program:
▪ Consider holding larger herds

▪ Consider holding bachelor pairs/groups if not a breeding institution

▪ Optional other interesting tib-bits of info:
▪ Hippos make great guest interaction experiences

River Hippopotamus

Program Leader

Kristen Wolfe- SSP/Studbook 

Disney’s Animal Kingdom

kristen.wolfe@disney.com

mailto:kristen.wolfe@disney.com


19.13 in 14 AZA facilities 

Carolina Holguin-Studbook 

Africam Safari 

cholguin@africamsafari.com

+52. 222.281.7000 ext. 234

Currently working off last BTP from 2021

Visayan warty pig  and Baird’s Tapir 

21.26  in 10 AZA facilities

Vacant – Studbook Keeper

Posting delayed pending 
outcome of  new designation 

mailto:cholguin@africamsafari.com


IUCN Partners Newsletter

https://www.iucn-wpsg.org/newsletter



Interesting Articles 



Additional IUCN Partners

https://tapirs.org/resources/newsletter/

https://www.hipposg.org/



Thank You 
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