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GOAL: 

Create a simple, centralized list of primary advisors, with a small 
number of co-advisors, who can field questions that arise regarding 

ungulate conservation and care AND ensure that answers are 
returned in an appropriate timeline.







Where are we now?  

• URG! website is live at www.azaungulates.org/urg



The Ungulate Resource Group is a volunteer team of zoological professionals that are available to assist and advise ungulate caretakers and 
management teams. These experts in their fields provide an invaluable resource for ungulate managers, both within and outside of AZA, seeking to 

advance the husbandry and management of hoofstock in their care. The Ungulate Resource Group includes experts in the following fields:

Veterinary Medicine | Nutrition | Genetics | Behavior and Ecology | Reproduction
Management | Field Conservation | Population Biology | Education

Each subject matter unit is chaired by a lead advisor. If you have a query, please reach out to the appropriate lead, who will connect you with the 
person best suited to respond. If you do not get a response within a reasonable time frame, please contact the Ungulate Resource Group Chair: 

Dr. Julie Swenson, Fossil Rim Wildlife Center, TX at julies@fossilrim.org. 

Got Ungulate Questions??

Introducing the Ungulate Resource Group! 

To see the list of advisors, visit 

us at: 

azaungulates.org/urg



Where are we now?  

• AZA Ungulates

• American College of Zoological Medicine 

• European College of Zoological Medicine

• American Association of Zoo Veterinarians

• European Association of Zoos and Aquariums 

• Wildlife Disease Association 

• Fossil Rim Wildlife Center

Social Media requests that are routinely posted



Where are we now?  

• AZA Nutrition Advisory Group:  
• No response

• American Association of Zoo Keepers:  
• No response

• American Association of Wildlife Veterinarians: 
• No response

• European Association of Zoo and Wildlife Veterinarians: 
• No response

Social Media requests with no response



Where are we now?  

• AZA:
• Not willing to post on social media, recommended posting through their open networks on 

AZA.org

• Exotic Wildlife Association: 
• Willing to post but costs money

• Conservation Centers for Species Survival: 
• Willing to post but currently redoing all social media/website, requested that we ask again 

later

Social Media requests with rejection or delays



Where are we now?  

• Comparative Nutrition Society

• The Wildlife Society

• Society for Conservation Biology

• IUCN Specialists Groups

• Any others??  

Other suggestions for Social Media Posts



Updates from the URG advisors: 

Specialty Questions in 2022

Veterinary Medicine 8-12

Nutrition 5-6

Genetics 0

Behavior and Ecology 1-3

Reproduction 1-3

Management 0

Field Conservation 0

Population Biology 0

Education 0



Suggestions For Next Steps: 

• Continue looking for other options to “advertise”

• Consider an ad in the AZA Connect magazine

• May be problematic due to costs, but will look into this

• Slide advertisement at conferences

• Currently discussing this with AAZV, would love a contact for AZA

• Encourage an URG member to present on an Ungulate related topic at 

upcoming meetings

• Could be done on a rotating schedule so as to not overload any one group or 

person

• Could focus on a topic that has been shared via the URG



Where to from here?

• Request that all lead advisors keep a 
tally of how many questions they 
receive to track incidence of use

• Please submit suggestions for any 
other social media sites that we could 
advertise on

• Further discussion about presenting 
URG topics at various meetings

• Any suggestions of other ways to 
utilize this resource?  



Questions for Discussion:
Questions or 
Comments?  

Julie Swenson
julies@fossilrim.org


	Slide 1:  Ungulate Resource Group
	Slide 2: GOAL: 
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5: Where are we now?  
	Slide 6
	Slide 7: Where are we now?  
	Slide 8: Where are we now?  
	Slide 9: Where are we now?  
	Slide 10: Where are we now?  
	Slide 11: Updates from the URG advisors: 
	Slide 12: Suggestions For Next Steps: 
	Slide 13: Where to from here?
	Slide 14: Questions for Discussion:

