
 

 

 
 
  
 
 

28 November 2016 
 
Liza Dadone, VMD 
Vice President of Mission & Programs 
Cheyenne Mountain Zoo 
ldadone@cmzoo.org  
 

Kristen Lukas, PhD 
Director of Conservation & 
Science 
Cleveland Metroparks Zoo 
kel@clevelandmetroparks.com

 
Dear Drs. Dadone & Lukas, 
 
It is my pleasure to provide this letter of support on behalf of the Association of Zoos 
and Aquariums (AZA) Antelope and Giraffe Taxon Advisory Group (TAG) for the 
proposal to put forth Giraffe as an AZA Saving Animals from Extinction (SAFE) 
Member-Sponsored Species (SMSS).  One of the goals of the AZA Antelope and Giraffe 
TAG is to “Promote and support in situ conservation initiatives for antelope, pronghorn, 
giraffe and okapi and habitats related to priority AZA programs” and we think proposing 
Giraffe as one of the first SMSS will be a great way to help further the conservation goals 
of the TAG and SSP. 
  
It is our understanding that all AZA SAFE programs focus on two broad goals: 
increasing support for field conservation and increasing public engagement.  The 
primary goal in proposing Giraffe as a SMSS would therefore be to increase the AZA zoo 
community's involvement in critical giraffe conservation activities as well as facilitate 
wider participation in visitor engagement activities such as World Giraffe Day.  
Cheyenne Mountain Zoo and Cleveland Metroparks Zoo are among many AZA facilities 
that are committed to giraffe husbandry and welfare in zoos as well as to the 
conservation of giraffe in the wild.  If approved, the Giraffe SMSS program will generate 
additional leadership and momentum that will facilitate more widespread participation 
in field conservation and public engagement programs for giraffe by the wider zoo 
community. 
   
We wholeheartedly endorse this proposal and look forward to working with you and all 
Giraffe SMSS partner zoos to increase the impact of AZA zoos and aquariums on giraffe 
conservation. 
  
Most Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Martha Fischer 
Chair, AZA Antelope and Giraffe TAG
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